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in upon the main line.  It was to go on in half an hour, and
those who had been turned back were told that they were
to proceed by it to the place where they had been originally
going.  They looked infinitely relieved at the news; but,
before they started, a few questions had to be put to them,
and a few alterations made which were to affect their future.
They were asked to explain how they had come to be such
worthless creatures. They gave many answers, which came
mainly to the same thing. Circumstances had been against
them.  It was all owing to circumstances. They had been
badly brought up.   They had been placed  in situations
where it had been impossible to do better. The rich people
repeated that they had never been informed that any work
was expected of them.  Their wants had all been provided
for, and it was unfair to expect that they should have
exerted themselves of their own accord when they had no
motive for working.   If they had only been born poor all
would have gone well with them. The cheating tradesman
declared that the first duty of a shopkeeper, according to
all received principles, was to make money and better his
condition.  It was the buyer's business to see to the quality
of the articles which he purchased; the shopkeeper was
entitled to sell his wares at the highest price which he could
get for them.   So, at least, it was believed and taught by
the recognized authorities on the subject.   The orators,
preachers, newspaper writers, novel writers, &c, &c., of
whom there were a great many, appealed to the crowds
who came to listen to them or bought and read their
productions.  Tout h monde^ it was said, was wiser than the
wisest single sage.   They had given the world what the
world wished for and approved;  they had worked at